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repair the wireless set. So after the set failed, when we were about
half-way across the Antarctic continent, we were out of touch with
our base. We did, however, pick up time signals on three separate
days from a station at Buenos Aires, and this made it possible for
us to check up on our chronometers and establish our positions.
With the exception of our wireless, our equipment served its
purpose admirably. There was no difficulty with the aeroplane
equipment because of the cold. Wherever we knded on the plateau
surface the snow was smooth and hard-packed. The skis sank less
than an inch, and we had no difficulty in landing or taking off, or
in securing our plane so that it was safe during the blizzards we
experienced. This shows that a carefully selected machine and suit-
able equipment, in the hands of a skilled pilot, will serve for pre-
liminary reconnaissance in the Antarctic. Even in the mountainous
areas we crossed in Hearst Land there appeared to be many places,
which would be difficult to reach by dog-team, where we could have
landed safely.
An aeroplane can carry more and bring hack more specimens
than a dog-team could haul, and although much time might pass
while waiting for reasonably good weather, the speed of travel when
the weather is good and the excellent visibility to be had when
travelling by plane more than compensate for the delay. Therefore
I think that with the aeroplane we can reveal the last remaining un-
known regions on the face of the earth.
APPENDIX II
Details of the Flight
(Scone Source as Appendix 7)
So much for our plans and the way in which they failed in
certain points. The details of the flight have appeared already in
the publications of American societies, but a brief summary of them
will still be in place here.

